i j 2  SELECTIONS FROM FRO UDE'S SHORT STUDIES.
campaign in France. He was at the siege of Th&rouenne,
and at the battle of the Spurs. For an interval he was em-
ployed in political negotiations. Then we find him one of
sixteen English knights who held the lists against all comers at
Paris on the marriage of Louis XII. with the Princess Mary. 5
In the war of 1522 he lost his eye at the storming of Morlaix,
and was knighted for his gallantry there. Immediately
afterwards he was employed by Henry and Wolsey on an
intricate and dangerous service. Louis XII. was dead. The
friendship between England and France was broken, and 10
Henry and his nephew, the Emperor Charles V., were
leagued together against the young Francis. Charles was
aiming at the conquest of Italy. Henry had his eye on the
French crown, which he dreamt of recovering for himself.
Francis had affronted his powerful kinsman and subject, the 15
Duke of Bourbon. Bourbon had intimated that if England
would provide him with money to raise an army, he would
recognise Henry as his liege lord, and John Eussell was
the person sent to ascertain whether Bourbon might be
trusted to keep Jiis word. Eussell, it seems, was satisfied. 20
The money was provided and was committed to BusselTs care,
and the great powers of Europe made their first plunge into
the convulsions-which were to last for more than a century.
Little did Henry and Charles know what they were doing, or
how often they would change partners before the game was 25
over. Bourbon invaded Provence, Sir John Eussell attending
upon him with the English treasure. The war rolled across
the Alps, and Eussell saw the great battle fought at Pavia,
where France lost all save honour, and the French king was
the prisoner of the emperor. .                                          30
Then, if ever, was the time for Henry's dream to have been
accomplished; but it became too clear that the throne of
France was not at Bourbon's disposition, and that even if he
had been willing and able to keep his word the emperor had
no intention of allowing him to keep it, Henry and Wolsey 35,